
  
 

This document provides guidance for pool and spa owners who are required to comply with the 2010 ADA 

Standards for Accessible Design (“2010 Standards”).  ALL POOL AND SPA OWNERS OR OPERATORS 

SHOULD REVIEW AND COMPLETE THE “AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 

COMPLIANCE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MARYLAND PUBLIC POOLS AND SPAS” (available at:  

http://ideha.dhmh.maryland.gov/OFPCHS/consumer-health-services.aspx).   

ADA Access Requirements (http://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm) 

The 2010 Standards define accessible means of entry into the water as the following: 

Swimming pool lift (1009.2 of the 2010 Standards); 

Sloped entry (1009.3 of the 2010 Standards); 

Transfer walls (1009.4 of the 2010 Standards); 

Transfer systems (1009.5 of the 2010 Standards); or 

Pool stairs (1009.6 of the 2010 Standards). 

Swimming Pools 

 A pool with 300 or more linear feet of wall must provide two accessible means of entry.   

 At least one must be a swimming pool lift or a sloped entry.  It is recommended that the second 

means of entry is different from the first. 

 A pool with less than 300 linear feet of wall, which provides a swimming pool lift or a sloped 

entry, is not required to provide a second means of entry.   

Spas 

 A spa must provide at least one accessible means of entry; a swimming pool lift, a transfer wall, or 

a transfer system. 

 For spas in a cluster, at least one spa must provide an accessible means of entry. 

Wading Pools 

 A wading pool must provide at least one accessible means of entry: a sloped entry. 

 

Compliance Documentation (http://ideha.dhmh.maryland.gov/OFPCHS/consumer-health-services.aspx) 

Pools and spas that are required to provide an accessible means of entry into the water under Title II or Title III of 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) must obtain a Compliance Schedule or a Construction Permit 

including final construction approval from the DHMH Division of Community Services (DCS) before their local 

health department can issue an annual operating permit.   

Compliance Schedule - If a means of access is „not readily achievable‟, submit the following to DCS: 

1. ADA COMPLIANCE QUESTIONAIRE FOR MARYLAND PUBLIC POOLS AND SPAS 

2. Documentation that an accessible means of entry is not „readily achievable‟ per the Title II or Title 

III federal regulations by completing an Application for Compliance Schedule 

When the facility makes a significant renovation to the pool or spa, it must then fully comply with 

the 2010 ADA Standards.  

Compliance Schedule - If the facility will need more time to make renovations, submit the following to DCS: 

1. ADA COMPLIANCE QUESTIONAIRE FOR MARYLAND PUBLIC POOLS AND SPAS 

2. An Application for Compliance Schedule.  

The renovations must be completed and inspected before March 15, 2013.  Plans for the renovations 

must be submitted by September 15, 2012. 

Construction Permit - submit the following to DCS: 

1. ADA COMPLIANCE QUESTIONAIRE FOR MARYLAND PUBLIC POOLS AND SPAS 

2. An Application for a Public Swimming Pool or Spa Construction Permit 

3. Plans and equipment specifications (if the facility already has the required accessible means of entry 

(lift, slope, etc.) mark the plans “as built”) 
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